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I'lie first resolution, Mr. President, as
Yot STE dwane, i, Califorusa ;
and b declares that Cahilorpis, with suita-
ble L=, ought to be admited as a mem-
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sir, 1s there any councession in this resolu-
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that it desires, But by whom does n get i ?
Does it get it by any action of Congress?
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without the declaration of these two trutas,
wonld be more acceptable to me than with
them.  Bot I could not forget that I was
propusing a sclieme ol arrangement and
comprouuse ; and I could not, therefore,
depart from the duty which the prepar-
paration of the scheme seemed to me to im-
pose, while we ask upon the one side a sur-
render of their favorite measure, of offering
upon the other side some compensation for
that surrender or sacrifice.

Mr. President, the first of these truths is,
that by law slavery does not exist within the
Territories ceded to us by the republic of
Mexico. It 15 a misfortune, sir, 11 the va-
rions weighty and important topics which
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argument —that | may leave thar part of the
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thirty states.  An fifiecn of them, there was )
slavery 7 in fifteen, slavery did not exist—
Elow ean it be argaed that e fifteen slave
States, by the operation of the constitution
of the Upited States, garried mituthe cedad 1o atach
conutry  their wstilation of slavery, sy (raesiion debateable, npoir winch ost men

more than it can be argied wpon the othee wsy honorably and Focly didfler g and how-

side, that by the operaton ol Wie same con- ever it nay be deaided, turmishies Lirast, no

stitution, the filteen free States catried o jast oceasion for breaking up s glorious
the coded “Territories the prmua;lie of free= Uugon ol ours.

dot, which they, from policy, have chosen [ am not going to take up thut part of
to adopt within their lmits?  Let me sup- | the subjeet which relates o ihie power ol
pese o cuse, sir, Let me imagiae tht Mex- Congress to legmisiae. I shisll huve vcea-

1o hid vever abolshied slavery there st ali, to make sone observations upon that

Let me suppuose that 1t was existing theee, sobject i the course of my remarks, wheth-
by virtue of b, from the shores of tiie Pa- or aa the Distriet of Columbia, or in the

cific to those of North Mexice, at ihie mo=' territories; but ] wust say m a few words

went of the eession of those countrivs to that | tunk these two sources of power,

us by the treaty in question.  With what cithier of which 1s suthicient, m oy opiaion,

patience would gentlemen, coming from the 1o authorize the exereise of the power, vith-

slavebolding States, listen to an arguwent| er to introdace or keep out slavery, outside
which should be urged by the free States, of the states and withiuu the territories, exist,

that notwithstanding the existence of slavery | Mre. President | shall not take up tie, of
within those territories, the constitution ol which so much lias been consumed already,
the United States, the momenl it opera- to show that the elause which gives to Cou-
ted upon and wok effect within the ceded | gress the power to make all needful rules
territories, abolished slavery and made them | aud regulations respecting the territory and
free! Well, is there not just as much|other property of the United States, cou-

ground to contend this,where a moiety of the | veys the power 1o legislite for the termito-
states are free, and the other moiety are ries. 1 cannot comcur with my worthy
slaveholding states, as that the prineiple ol | friend—and I use the term in its best and
slavery which prevails in the other class of | most emphatic sense—my friend from Mich-
states shall operate? Can you, amidst this | igan—for 1 believe we have known each
conflict of interests, of principles, and of | other fonger than I have known, and longer
legislation, which prevails in the two parts| than hie has known any other senator in this
of the Union—can you come to any other| hall—1 say that I caunot concur with that
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istration of  this copstitution of ours, 1t 9
the question which has been thosinsanably
and sntfrmly sotthed,  Or, sir, wre we o
concinde  that  pothing—aothing
earth is settled undes this constitution, aisd

that every thing i3 unsertied !
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it an ammbilated power!  What s -
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Aud where does it exst!
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Mexico, prior Lo the ce
Mexico eould have abulished sla-
hase untsoduced ‘_‘;.lll.'f’v esther
i Calilormia o New Mexico. Now, that
power must have  been eeil id.. Who will
deay thae ! Blexics las parted  with the
weratory, and  with the sdavereiguty of the

s,

st of those Ter-
Filurics,

ery ot

territony 5 and to whons dud she trausfer i !
She transtereed the terntory and the sover-
jeignty over Lhie terrilory to b doverument
of tie United States,  Thie governmcut of
the United States then acgaired sl the tes-
rivary and atl the sovereigaty owver that ter-
l.r-.r:.- whoel Mexies held v Calaforan and
New Mexico prior o the cesion of these
Cerntories.
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Sir, d.:-lluit: that who can,—
{ Lue power exists, oc 10 does not exist. No
fone will contend lor its anmlulaton,  Itex-
[isted i Mexwco.  No oone, 1 vk, ean de-
uy that Mexico alen ued her soverssguiy
over the waritory to the government of the
Uanted States, The goverumenat of the U,
States, therelore, pussessea all the powers

wingh Mexico possesstd over those Tercivo-
ries; and the goverpmaont of the United
States can do with reéldrence o flein—
within, | adunr, certan lusits of the Coas
| stitution—whateverMexico could have done.
| There are probibitions upon the power o
Cungress witiun the consitation, wiiach
profubntions, 1 adia, must appiy 100 Con-
| gress whenever it legishates, wlesher lur the
{old States or the new Tercitonies ; but witl-
i the scope o those prombitions, the pow-
ers of Congress are cocstensive and coequal
with the powers of Mexico prior to the ces-
st

Sir, with regard w this treaty-makiog pawer,
all who have bad any occasion to eXamine inlo
s character, niud 1o the possible exweot to
which it way be carned, koow that it is uniumit-
ed 0 its nalure, except o so fur as any lunite-
tions may be found within the constiution o
the United States; but upon this subject there
i3 0o Jimtation which ribes the extent to
which the power shall be exercised.
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varicty of *hiscts upan which the powers
of Congress are Stuggiopable. The mijor in-
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power consists. The pows o) sequisition by
rrenty dinws wich it the powesy sgvern all the
torritory acquired. It there be 3 power 1o ae-
quise, there must he a power to gvirn : and I
wrefore, sir, without at present dwelljpe
firther wpon tins part of the subject, thw feun
the 1wo sources of suthority i Congress
ci | have referred may be traced the powee
of the government of the Umied States to act
uparn the Ternitorios in generl
And, sir, | come now to the question of tha
extent wf the power. 1 think it is a power sde-
guste either to wloduce or exclode sfavery.
adit the argument m both irs foems of spplica-
now 1 adout that, i} the power oxists of exclu-
g, the power nest also exit of mtroducing
or f¢ ng slavery within the Territories.—
I have becn drawn off-ss far from the
avcond resolution, which 1 bave niv uuder con.
sidemuon, tunt | have almast lost it out of view,
In onder, therefore, that we oy come back un-
derstandingiy 10 the subject, I will again read
it

LiL
tinK.

Resolved, That us slavery does not exist by
luw, wiid is not likely to be introduced it any
of the termitory scquired by the Unied States
froan thee republic of Mexseo, it = mexpodient
tor Uongriss to provide by law cither for i's in-
trodietion e, or-exclusion fram, any part of
sl territory 3 and that appropriate territori-
vortneats oughit to be estblished by Con-
-5 11 all of the =uid territory ot nssigned as
tine Doundaies of the proposed State of Calvor-
thott the adoption of any réstriction or
tion on the subject of stavery.
other truth, as | respecitully and with
! deference sabmit, 18 ths: ¥ pirupose to
ail und ansounee that slavery s not lik:ly tv
| aduced o any of these Tentorics. —
Il, =ir, is not that the fact ?
ey ol this body who douilits it ?
st within the last thror
r fian 1n ar

2 -
What bas ve
wnthe ¥ In Cali

y other pociion of the ce-

probshile, il slaviry
W of the poo-
pl ey would be intro lyced ; yet, witle-
i the last teee wonths, slavery s been oxela.

vale—the unavimous vole—ol the

) fsenser oceusion, nol condined to
v tlie non ‘_-J:n'l:!n-!d;u;; by na, ‘Lhere
s wien from the slaveloldine States as well,
vio conenrred in that deels atiuny and that

cluation has been responded to by t5e people
- mmia of all classes, sad frons all parts of
tod States, nad from fo: rics —
ountain-
he paure
v cliar-

» g0l 1ty barcer p W5 1]
tor, exeryiliing thal we Know, eve

h | 'have mentioned, it slavery is
be introduced thers,
true

workd #
ol Lnse
thier based, wath ¢
e Statas, allow
i In one ar i
tins feeling wi
up —
wmted
Ver may
_‘-I‘.t Lo
ction of slave
5 in relatinn
I 15, They were fur
aivd you were traly apprebensve O
it be introduced there, aml y
wt FProviso was a necessary measure of
Tt wae in this state of want of 1a
Ire whole North blaz:d
ilmot Proviso, It
prebonsion thut slavery mogle
there thist you left your const :
« Liare 3 for at the Liine vot et yoor red
s pesnlinces; you did not know the fact, »
s rratliod us since the commencemint of the
ol Congr vou did oot kauw the fue:
t 0 cousttuly imd been unanunoualy adopt-

y tiie people of Californa, excluding sluve

d to the
to mak o

ton

You
he counlry o
tant from yon

slavers

FY.

Woell, now, let me sippuse that two years ago
it lindl bewn known in the free Stutes that such n
ution. hind been adopied ; let me supposo
that it had been believed that iu no other pat of
the territory did slavery exist by luw, and that i
1 not be inireduced except by a positie
ment 3 suppose that, 1o relslion to ths w
11— thit solicitude in reliton to slavery —
ple of the North had suppsed that there
was no danger; let me sso suppose that they
lsad foreseen the excitement, the daagor, the -
piiation, e resolutions which lisve been adopt-
el by the Soutbern Logisistures, aml the mani-
fosintions of the people of the slive States; fet
i suppose all this had been koown at the
Nurth ot the thne the agitation was being excr
il upon the subjoct of this W ilmot Proviso, du

i believe that it would ever huve reachead th
it to whieh it has siace o
Lellieve st 2 And if, prior to your doprrtur
yutir respective howes, you hud had the of
toaity of convarsing with Your consiuc
1pon this great, pleasmg, and inportans fact
the adoption ol u constitution excluding slaver,
in Culiforasa, do you not bel eve, senators and
repoesentatives coming from the free States, Uit
il von had the aid of this fact i a calm,

15, firesile conversition, yiur copslilucnls
il not have told you te cone here and sctile
all these questions without dapserto the Unios 7
Wit do you want 2 —what do you want 7 —you
who reside i the free States. Do yon want
that there shall be uo slavery introdoced into
the Territories noquired by the wir with Mexi-
e ? v you nut your desire in Cadifornia ?
At an provabality y w will have it in
\ Mexico also.  What mors do you want ?
have gob what is worth niore than a thon-
st Wilmot Provisos. You have nature on
yuur sule—fiel= upon  your sule—and this tmth
staring you in the face, that thewe is oo slivery
i those Terrtorics, 1T you sz aot mad, of you
can clovate yourseives from the steuggies of
party o the height of patriots in every senée,
wit will youdo? Look at th fict as it exists.
You wisl ses that this fact was usknown to the
oreat megority of the prople 3 you will see that
ther woted upon one set of faeis, while we have
another st of facts before ua: and we wi'l set
as patriots —as responsible men, and as lovers of
Ll niy; end fovers, above als, of ths Unim—
We will net upon this set of fats that were un-
known to our coustitgents, nod appeal to theie
jusace and magnammity 1o © wienr with s i
s nction for peace, concord, 8ad rmony.

1 thnk, entertaining these visws. that thore 1@

Ta aay ol
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uothing extravagant in the hopo which | ndulz-
od w e tme these resolutions were proposad,
notinng vitravagant in the hope thet the Nort

nizlit contem, itselfl even with striking out these
iwo declaranons, “Phey are unnecessary for

| uny purpose which the free states have in viaw,

At all events if they should wsiit wpon Uongress
expressing the opinions which are Lere usserted
they might even limit their wis'ses to the simple
sesortion of that, without msisting on thewr being
incorporated in any terrtoris] guvernments which
wiglhit be devised fur the ternwries in question.
I pass from the second resolution, 1o the third
and tourt, which relate to the Texss question.
But nliow me to say, Mr. Presidear, theti ap-
prodeh the subject with = full koowludge of ull
its difficuities ; and of all the giestnts wu'm‘i
ed with, or growing out of this Jmstution o




